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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Cont. from Page 1


there are times when we go so far as to trade it away. Faced with a choice between God's friendship and that of our worldly peers, we often seek the favor of our peers by doing things that greatly damage our relationship with God. Maybe we suppose that we can have it both ways, or maybe we're just being thoughtless. But in any case, we're being quite foolish when we try to maintain equal measures of God's friendship and the friendship of the world. James put it bluntly: "Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God" (James 4:4).


"Thus says the Lord: 'Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; but let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight,' says the Lord" (Jeremiah 9:23, 24).


We regard falling from God's friendship as the only thing dreadful and we consider becoming God's friend the only thing worthy of honor and desire.       


Gregory of Nyssa





(Word Point – Gary Henry)





     “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’  The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:14-17).


     I’m afraid this is one of those passages of Scripture that we read and miss the point.  Perhaps that is because we don’t quite understand how “the Spirit bears witness with our spirit.”  Or perhaps it is because we become confused concerning whether the “spirit” in these verses is the Holy Spirit or the spirit within ourselves.  Maybe we doubt our interpretation of what it means to be “led by the Spirit of God” (i.e., whether we are “good enough” for God to accept us).  Those are all important: but let’s not overlook that this wonderful Scripture is primarily telling us who we are.  When we become Christians and follow Christ, we are children of God.  We can call God our “Father” and He will always desire to give us a rich, eternal inheritance.


     God will never stop loving His children.  Even when we do things He disapproves, he does not stop loving us and watching for us to return.  That is the way a good Father loves.  Being a child of God should be seen as a permanent relationship.  We see that in our own children.  We never stop loving them and wanting them to be with us.  I doubt we 


can imagine how much more love our Father God is capable of.  It is so much that the apostle John said, “God is love” (1 John 4:8).     








are meant to permanently mark the gang’s claim on a person’s life.  It is a mark of ownership and your life is no longer your own.  I am told that a priest in Los Angeles has put together a team of doctors who are trained in laser technology to remove tattoos.  The priest’s proposal to reformed gang members is that the doctors will take away their tattoos and wipe the slate clean.  The process is extremely painful.  They say the laser burns like hot grease on their skin.  Yet whatever pain is necessary is worth the price to regain who they are!


     Maybe this will encourage us.  Do you remember Buzz Lightyear, the space ranger figure in Toy Story?  Early in the movie Woody, the toy cowboy, confronts Buzz with the fact that he is a toy and not an action hero.  After failing in an attempt to fly, Buzz realizes that Woody is right.  He hangs his head and loses his sense of worth.  But later in the movie, Woody sees what he has done and tries to undo it.  Woody points to the house and says, “There’s a kid who thinks you’re the greatest, and it’s not because you are a space ranger.  It’s because you are his.”  As Buzz lifts his foot, he sees the name of his owner in permanent black ink on the bottom of his shoe.  Andy got Woody and Buzz when he was six.  The story is set in the time when Andy is 17 and going off to college still loving his toys and what they mean to him.  Seeing Andy’s name on his shoe, Buzz takes on new determination and confidence.  We do that when we realize that God will always love us deeply and consider us His own.  We are children of God.  God considers us His.  Remember who you are and who your Father is.





					





We Are Children of God


By Colly Caldwell








That simply means that love defines God’s very nature.


     I have had people say (and I have even wondered at times myself):  “No matter how hard I try, I simply cannot do enough good, avoid enough evil, and be so spiritual that God can consider me truly faithful.”  It is then that I must remember who I am… a child of God.  Could we see it like this?  Over in the corner is my dog.  He is house-trained.  He never makes a mess.  He is obedient.  He loves me and is a great delight.  But here is my child.  He causes me discomfort.  He makes a mess.  He sometimes disobeys.  But who will inherit what is mine.  Not my dog!  My child is of so much more value to me.  And we are of great value to God.  He wants us with Him eternally.  He sent His Son and provided His grace and mercy to save us.  He adopted us as His children so that He would hear us say the word every male parent wants to hear:  FATHER!  That is what Paul is saying in these verses.  (See also Ephesians 1:3-14).


     Jesus reinforced this truth in His wonderful parable of the lost son (Luke 15).  This boy had shown utter disrespect for his father.  He had wanted his inheritance before his father had even passed.  He as good as said, “I wish you 


were dead” to his father.  And he left.  But the father never stopped loving him.  He never stopped looking for his son to return.   And there was never any question that he would welcome his son home. 


Now why is this so important?  It is because when we forget who we are, we become someone else.  That is, we take on a wholly different persona.  Too often that persona is a poor substitute for who we really want to be.  If you don’t now who you are, you are apt to take on a false identity.  Among street gangs, tattoos





 What Good Is God's Friendship?


Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,�and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ. (Philippians 3:8)


Could we possibly put a price tag on God's friendship? Even among all the good things that are available to us, is there anything that a wise person wouldn't give up in order to have God? The privilege of knowing God through Christ so far surpasses the value of everything else that Paul said he would gladly "count all things loss" in order to have this one thing.


God's friendship is good not because it "pays" us to be His friend, but simply because of God Himself. Whatever blessings may flow from God (and there are many indeed), these are only secondary benefits or by-products of our friendship with Him. If such things ever take center stage and become our primary motivation, they cease to be good things and become idols. Nothing must be allowed to take the place of God in our hearts, not even God's own gifts to us. To have God alone is to have wealth untold, and to be without Him is the very definition of poverty.


But although God's friendship surpasses the worth of anything else in existence, we not only fail to value it as we should: 		Cont on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her 


parents also; Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother.  Mary Scott; June Guyton;


 James and Irene Adams; Donna Simmons’ 


mother. Steve Huff’s mother; Dion Clark’s 


mother Annette Rogers; Donny Gilbert; 


Courtney Quinn; mother battling cancer; 


Rhonda Ditter; Denise Bowman’s mother; 


Donnie Harper; the Horat Family; The


Adams family; Also remember Debbie Adams’


 mother.  Mary Scott recovering from knee 


replacement surgery. Susan Bisbing fell on 


Friday and broke a bone in her ankle. 


Remember all of our babies and little ones. 


Be sure to see Anna Tramell’s email for more 


Detail on others who need our prayers. 





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation
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Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Ken Gay


Read Scripture---Preston Jackson 


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper—Dion Clark 


   Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman 


   Asst. 2-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt 


   Asst. 4-----Grant Gay


   Asst. 5-----Steve Huff


2nd Prayer---Collins Boakye


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer--- Patrick Miles


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Drew Bowman





Special Service


Led By


Brad Bowman 





Lord's Supper—Garrett Douthitt


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Steve Huff


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Lloyd Jackson


 Invitation---Jeff Lacquement 


 Closing Prayer---Grant Gay	


_________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________


Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














